






































































Shannon Rovers Irish Pipe Band
97h Anniversary Celebration

“Way of the Gael”
Program Book

❖ Evening Entertainment

• “The Boils” cocktail hour)& Orchestra 33 after dinner music

❖ Welcome for the 95th Anniversary Chairman
• Patrick Leyden

❖ National Anthems
❖ Officers and Members
❖ Honorees - John Colletti, John Wrenn, Tom Fox
❖ Lisa Leyden Award
❖ Barbara O’Hara Award
❖ Best of the Shannon Rovers
❖ Sponsors 

See the 97h Anniversary  Program
https://shannonrovers.com



The Barbara O’Hara Inspiration Award
Each year we recognize one of our own for their contributions to the 
band and the Irish community.  A traditional that goes back to 1994 

when the Officers of the Band, with full backing of the members, 
recognized Barbara O’Hara for her years of service and dedication to 
Irish Community and Shannon Rovers. For Barbara that started with 
her 1st Chicago’s St. Patrick’s Day parade, as an officer for over 25 
years, and continued until her passing. In all those years she never 

missed an opportunity to provide a kind word of support, to recognize 
other members for their achievements, to provide a subtle nudge in the 
right direction with things were going off track, or simply to give Michael 

Flatley some advice on his dance.  It was only natural that the 
Inspiration Award would be named in her honor moving forward from 

`on.  

Last year, the Barbara O’Hara award went to Peg Macias, who has 
been the heart and soul of the Rovers ever since joining the Shannon 
Rovers.   She possesses that little some something extra - which can 

best be described as the Way of the Gael – spreading Irish culture 
through our music, laughter and storytelling.   Peg’s great gift to us has 

been her compassion and empathy - always there when you need a 
someone to listen.

2022-2023 has been a challenging time - getting back into the swing of 
things.  However, there is no exception to this tradition of recognizing 
those that stand out.  This year’s honoree exemplifies the Way of the 

Gael.  Tom Conway has been a dedicated musician and leader 
throughout his years with the Rovers. Always with a smile and never 
an unkind word.  Rather, Tom leads by example - if something needs 

to be done….Tom is there to help out.  No distance is too great and no 
punch line to is too far reaching. Tom uses his humor and his infectious 
laugh to get things done.. Congratulations to Tom Conway and thank 

you for your 
service and inspiration.
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